
A Day for Mahmoud Darwish
Worldwide Reading on 5 October, 2008

| Algeria Algerian Writers’ Association | Australia Cultural Media in association with the NSW Writers’ Centre, Sydney 
| Austria Public Library at the Urban-Loritz-Platz, Vienna; FREIRAD 105.9 – Freies Radio Innsbruck; Freies Radio 
Salzkammergut, Bad Ischl | Bangladesh Liberation War Museum, Dhaka; Gallery Chitrak, Dhaka | Belgium Centre 
Culturel Arabe; Brussels | Bosnia and Herzegovina Centre André Malraux, Sarajevo | Canada Trois Rivières Poetry 
Festival, Trois Rivières | China Hong Kong | Egypt Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Alexandria; Pen Temple Pilots, Cairo; 
Gudran Association for Art and Development, Cairo; Hotel Regina Resort, Hurghada | France Les Ecritures Croisées 
et La Cité du Livre, Aix-en-Provence; Les Cahiers de Colette, Paris; Reid Hall, Paris | Germany international literature 
festival berlin, Berlin; Erich-Maria-Remarque-Peace Centre and Erich-Maria-Remarque-Association and the Office for 
Peace Culture, Osnabrück; Ravensburg; LiSa Frauenladen, Stralsund; WDR 5, Cologne; DW Radio – Arabic Section, 
Bonn; Deutschlandradio Kultur, Berlin | Hungary Parnasszus poetry journal headquarter, Budapest | India Gallerie-
PEN-Jnanaprabha, Mumbai; Kovalam Literary Festival, Trivandrum; Victoria Jubilee Town Hall, Trivandrum | Indonesia 
Ubud Writers Festival, Denpasar | Italy Festival Internazionale, Ferrara; Festival Internazionale di Poesia di Genova, 
Genoa; Le Guadalupe – Lo Spazio per le Arti, Volterra | Kenya Kisumu Festival, Kisumu; Kenyatta International 
Conference Centre, Nairobi; Dandora Estate, Nairobi | Kuwait The Writers Association in Kuwait, Kuwait | Lebanon 
Lebanese Writers Association, Beirut | Lithuania Druskininkai Poetic Fall 2008, Vilnius | Macedonia National 
and University Library “St Kliment Ohridski”, Skopje | Mexico Congreso Mundial de Poetas, Acapulco; Instituto 
Internacional de Bellas Artes y Literatura, Mexico City | Morocco Mohammed’s V University at Agdal, Rabat | Nigeria 
University of Ibadan, Ibadan | Norway Ordkalotten Tromsø International Literature Festival, Tromsø | Palestine 
Cultural Centre of the Qattan Foundation, Ramallah; Palestinian Writers Association, Ramallah | Puerto Rico  PEN-
Puerto Rico, San Juan | Russia Reading Room of the Goethe Institute, Kazan | Senegal Goethe Institute, Dakar; Gorée 
Institute, Gorée | South Africa University of Cape Town, Cape Town; Centre for Creative Arts and Poetry Africa, Durban; 
Breytenbach Cultural Centre, Wellington | Spain León, Asociación Colegial de Escritores de España, León; Casa Árabe – 
IEAM, Madrid | Sudan The Sudanese Studies Center, Khartoum | Switzerland Das Kleine Literaturhaus, Basel | Syria 
Syrian Writers Association, Damascus | Taiwan World Congress of Poets, Taipei | USA The University of Tennessee, 
Chattanooga; The Bowery Poetry Club, New York; Sacramento Poetry Center, Sacramento; Bird & Beckett Books, San 
Francisco; PoetsWest, Seattle; Hugo House, Seattle; Trinity United Methodist Church, Seattle | Zimbabwe Book Café, 
Harare

We love life

And we love life if we find a way to it.
We dance in between martyrs and raise a 
minaret for violet or palm trees.

We love life if we find a way to it. 

And we steal from the silkworm a thread  
to build a sky and fence in this departure.
We open the garden gate for the jasmine  
to step out on the streets as a beautiful day. 

We love life if we find a way to it. 

And we plant, where we settle, some fast 
growing plants, and harvest the dead.
We play the flute like the color of the faraway, 
sketch over the dirt corridor a neigh.
We write our names one stone at a time,  
O lightning brighten the night. 

We love life if we find a way to it … 

translated from the Arabic by Fady Joudah
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